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Wherein j is ſhewn 
That the Strong ought tg Bear: 

4 and the- Weak! 
not Clamour againſt or Cen-| 


fure the Stron og: 
I'N WHICH 


The true Notion of the Strong _ Weak | 


Delivered in a Farewell-Sermon 
| -* -=At-dG, George Buttolph-Lane, London. 


| By Benjamin Hoſſman, Maſter of Arts, of Baliol. 
College, Oxford, and late Lefturer there. 


- Kank: 15. t. We therefore that are ftrong ought to to bear the 1n- | 


firmities of the weak. | 
Rom. 16. 17, 18. Now I beſecch you Brethren mark them which: 
cauſe Diviſions and Offences contrary to the doftrine which you 
have learned, and avoid them : For they that are ſuch ſerve\ 
not our Lord Jeſu; us Chriſt, but their own belly, and by 90g words 
and fair ſpeeches decerve the hearts of the (6 fr mmple. | 
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; No rod 


" BARON of DAVENTRY, 
And. one of che Lords of His Ma- 


th 4 At 
F163 " at - 


The Deatcation. 
at a lofs'for an 'Apologie for' the 
Boldneſs of devoting this mean 
Preſent.. to . Your Honourable 
Name. The Iinexpreſlible Favours 
I haf the*Honour'to receive from 
Your Noble Father, have juitly 


entitled Your Lordſhip to the beſt 


Of/my, Performances : "Twas His 
generpus Charity. made me what I 


am; and what the Product of that 
m7; y | bþe,.is atid thall be a due Tri- 

te to Your Lordſhip. | His Ver- 
_ tues Your Lordſhip inherits ; and 


nothing can more fully compleat 
-theugmolt Aim'of my == 


thai an Opportunity of 
r_ —— [tO YourTow: 


thips 


The Deduation. 
ſhips Father's Immortal Memory, 
and of manifeſting my ſelf (in 
what Circumſtance ſoever ) 


My Lord, 
Tour Lordſbips 


Moſt Obedient Servant, 


B. Hoffman. 


'To the Pariſhioners of 'St. Geyer 
Burtolph=Lane , 9ns on — 
© Billing hate. TY SBS. UN {1 I 


Gentlemen, 

T 1s not unknamn to maſt Perſons that | 
have known me, mbat Relation 77A ſe> | 
eral years. laf paſt I have ſtood in | 

to you, and ſince we lio'd (o friendly 

and kind together for ſo long a time, 1 - | 

mas reſolvd ta do all in me Jay," to part | 
_ 4s fairly at the laſt, and to jy \ſome | 
certain Teſtimony of my Reſpett bebind me : | 
And ſince it 18 at this time. the \Indeavaur 
of divers. Learned Men in the. Church, 
to Sweeten and Reconcile Mens Minds 
to the Dodtrae.\ and 1 D{eaplane 21 of the 
Church of England, that «ſo. *- Croil 
Power, may, 197. [kr prige them, mithout 
due warning, and merghty Reaſons groen, 
why they a now OANR to rideavour 
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The Dedication. 
an Union : Since ſeveral” others are upon 
this Charitable, and; Seaſonable Deogn, 
I thought my Words mught come among you 
math more Eſteem and __ than a 
meer Stranger's : And though | every way 
fall flort of the worth of thoſe other Perſons, 1 
that have bended their Purpoſes this way, + 
pet when I conſider the Kindneſſes I have re= 
ceiw'd from maſt of you, in all other Caſes, | 
I cannot mn the leaſt imagine I ſball be dif= |} 
appointed in my Expeftations, now, in this 
laſt piece of Reſpet# I am ſbewing to you; | 
and if it doth (im the peruſal) any Perſon 
Serowe, I ſball heartily thank God, and 


really Rejoice n my Brothers return. 


as 
4h HA a 0 > tow - vo 
% 
. ”- - w_— _ - 


a—_ 


—_— 


aw earthen tou. waht ion we 0 i > ; "e _— 

— ” —_— y Ga PI Y 2 oy hs 6s et _ WALIOND v6. ho Mie ». Sit dds pp 

- * th ' ah 

. <7 þ V4 - 

tha Ss OWL 
Ly Fl bog 
; | 
\ 


>= Ss 


| IT am Tour Faithful Servant, 


Benjamin Hoffman. |;. 
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khiclch abate eh: hkchc 
Rom; XV. 5,6,7% _ 
Now the God of patience and conſolation, 
grant you to be hike minded one towards 
another, according to-Chriſt Teſus, 


That you may with one mind and one-mouth 


 plorifie God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Criſt: Wes 2 
Wherefore recerve ye- one another, as Chriſt = 


alſa received us, to the glory of God. 


"0 %' %'Ww Ww 


JEfore I procced to the diſtin&t 
' ſpeaking to the Words of my 
Text, it 1s neceſſary that I firit 
| lead. you to-the Conſideration 
J of the - Apoſtle's Method: and 
_ . Defign 1n two or three of. the 
foregoing ' Chapters, -- - VOY 
Now. the ſum of that; which the. Apoſtle is 
arguing, 1s laid: down. in 'the 13h Chapter, of 
A 3 this, if 


['F: 


_ 7 

this Epiſtle: In the whole he 1s managing the fe 
Jewiſh and;ahe.Chriftan Profeſſors, and ſuch ag 
were partly of one, and partly of the other Per 
ſwaſion, with all the caution and warinefs that ſhi 
can be poſſibly, that he, ay gno#enc offence fjt1 
ro cither.: And in order to this he lays down fin 
Rules that ought to'be uniyerſally recerycd by fe 
Mei of\ alb Pretenfions. | And thele he begins ſhi 
with inthe 1374 Chapter and firſt Verſe, Let fi 
every ſoul, faith he, be fubjet to the higher pow- Ne 
ers, for there is no power but of,God; therefore + 
let your leſſer Diſputes be of whae nature they | 
will, if you belieye a God, you muſt be Obed: þ 
cnt;" for the powers that be are ordained of God; l 
as if he had ſaid, N qrving in Chriſtianity ought ſd 


. to be pretended, Or Mmadec uſe of, to g1VeE any he 


man Immunity from Obedience; for this from-fun 
all 'Subje&ts, of what Quality ſoeyer, js due tof[Gr 
choſe to whom Allegiance: belongs. ' And. this tb 
Doctrine he preſt in- oppoſition to fame that [; 
St.Peter and Se. Fude reprehended, viz$uch as de- far 
ſpife Goverment,” and ave jelj-aulled ant preſun Ive 
praozs, and''that "are not 'afnaid to ſpeak evil ofa 
Dignittes, 2 Pet. 2. 10. And: thys Obedience he [ſee 
prefſes's. 5:/that-x muſt beifrom 2be- heart: It's [da 
polfible 4 camning' Rebel; on/praſperous Offer: |ſtil 


der, 


eee ao A z 


# 3 of 
kr, may avoid Wrath and Puniſhment, and * 
a herefore his Obedience muſt not be for fear of 
er Wrach only, 7. e. not only ſo far as will keep 
nat ſhim from a Fine, a Priſon, or a Gallows; -but 4 
ce ſtmuſt be- from his Conſcience, 7. e., in Obedi- 
wn flmce to the Conſtitution of God, whoſe Officer 
by feis: For every Supreme os gi Legally 
ins ſhlaced in any Kingdom, hath, and mult be 
Let fhought to have, Commiſſion from God, tho' 
on- le be an Heathen. | 
ore | And after the Apoſtle had managed this Ar- 
ey ſrument throughly, how Chriſtians ſhould car- 
dr Ily themſelves towards their Governours , he 
od Ge deſcends to tell us how they ſhould carry 
ht Jthemſclves one rowards another ; and. for this 
ny fe lays down Love and Chariy, and Bearing. 
mane with another, as the Foundation and 
toGround-work of all good Chriſtign Conyerſa: 
his Javn ; and here at the time of 'wriving, this Ep 
hat Iftle he found great Diviſions: and - Diſlentiqns 
de- Jaready crept into the Church' of Jewih Blic 
ters, not only againſt the Geatiles; buc, likewiſe 
/ fjamong themſelves, forme Converts clearly: f- 
he _ that they hada freedom fron the Ju 
[r's |daical Yoke, and others conceiving themſclyes 
er [till co be under that Diſpenfation ; and hence 


er, came. 
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can the Quarrel, viz.” That thoſe: that were 
zealous for the Mofaical Law,.condemned' and 
_ were angry at all others, as 'Breakers'of God 
FLaw, that did not obſerve:them as they did; and 
on the other hand, "they that were inftructedinſ 
the Knowledge of their Chriſtian Liberty, were 
reſolved to maintain that Liberty which was 
purchaſed by Chriſt, and were apt to deſpiſe and 
contemn thoſe that ſtill continued ſcrupulous nf 
the aboliſht Judaical Rites, and fo between the 
one and the other, the Chriſtian Communion 
was likely to be broken, and an inveterate Se- 
paration to be made among them; and to both 
of theſe'St. Paul applies himſelf, Thoſe of you 
chat do not think your ſelves bound to obſerye 
thoſe Laws, you dec underſtand better, do na. 
you reject the ſcrupulous or erroneous Judaiſ 
zer, but receive him co your Communion, Hin 
that is weak in the Faith receive ye, but yet-{o 
receive him, ' as that he may not thereby be cn: 
couraged to take too much upon him ; receive 
him, but not to' doubtful  diſputations 1. as if ht 
had aid, If he be weak and erroneous: in; hin- 
ſelf, Jet him not be cenſorious/arid-troubleſome 
to-others; do not you: deſpiſe-and reject him, 
Neither perfwade-F that: he: ſhould mojeſt you; 


if 


T's] 


(ſo that this Chapter was writ, and this Advice 


[. - here given, chat the ſtrong might be gentle and 
4 courtequs towards the weak, and not the weak 
from hence be clamorous againſt the ſtrong, as 
ſome. (cſpecrlly,u1 theſe days) make this. and 


ſuch like'advice in Holy Writ; to. be as it were a 
Shelter and a Sanctuary for them ro do and ſay 
what they pleaſe, under the pretence of Weak- 
neſs, and that prudent and legal Reſtraints muſt 


not be talkr of, without grieving or judging 


our Brother. Burt there is a great deal of diffe- 
rence between nuldly and wiſely indeavouring 
to: reduce; men to Catholick Communion, and 


| berween offering any Offence, or Deſpifing 
them, as I ſhall ſhew farther anon ; and St. Paul 
. plainly doth ic in the following Chaprer; for if, 


atth he, after fo much Charity and Tenderneſs 
and Good-will that the ſtrang bear rowards.the 


weak, they do- not hearken, then the Offence 


lies on:therr (ide, and at.cheir. doors and Con: 
ſcrences, Rom: 16:19, 48: Now I beſeech you Bre- 
thren mark them which cauſe divifions and offences, 


2 


and if aftcr. all che friendly Offers :you maake to 
Communion, they will nat comply, avoid them, 
for: they: which are . ſuch ſerve:not our: Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, but their own belly aud, tnereſh, ab by 
tit £ | B good 
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ood words and: fair ſpeeches deceive. the hearts of 


the ſimple; ' And thus for the introducing 'my 
enſuing Diſcourſe, I have ſhewed you the De- 
{ign of the.Apoſtle; . which 1s as I ſhew'd you, 
i: 1.-To lay.down hearty Obedience to Magji- 
ſtrates, as the indiſpenſible Duty. of all Chriſti 
ans, and Men: that own a God. 

2. To bave Chriſtians friendly cowards each 
other, the ſtrong not to Deſpiſe or Scorn the 
weak, and the weak not to Clamour at and Cen- 
ſure the ſtrong; that the ſtrong ſhould more 
value his Brother's Soul, than a needleſs hu- 
mourting and pleaſing himſelf, ch. 1 5. v. 1. and 
that.the weak ſhould not be Loud and Poſitive 
in Diſputations that he doth not underſtand : 
And that all in their ſeveral places may do this, 
he propoſcth. both the Fountain and Example 
of all Heavenly and Chriſtian Graces, ' Now the 


' God of patience and conſolation grant you to be 


like minded one towards another,according to Chriſt 

Feſus, wherefore 'receive' ye one another, as Chriſt 

alſo received us, to the glory of God. KL 

\ Upon theſe Words I ſhall briefly and plainly 
diſcourſe upon theſe following things. 

1. Give a-ſhort and caſic Explication of: the 

Words of the Text. | IN 


2. In 
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[7] 
2.;1n ſome few Words toach upen the-Duty 
of Obedienceto Magiſtrates + 
3. I ſhall _ ly endeayour to ſhew you 
how we ought to.carry our ſelves towards cach 
other with reference to Communion, the-Strong 
to the Weak, and the Wilik to. the Strong ; 
which may ſerve as a Method or Incitement to 
us to be /ike-minded one towards another, that 
we may. with one mind and one mouth: glorifie God, 
and receive. one: another as Chriſt alſo, received us, 
to the glory of God: ' | 
4. Conclude with ſome Practical Reflexions 
upon the Whole. :.. SULTIRI * DOHE Co 113 TE131T G 
As forthe3Text, the Apoſtle s;herewihing CA 
reat Bleſting upon the Infant.Chriſtian- 


very. 
Church; and he founds the Riſe of all;Bleſſings 


in God: And ſo the meaning of the: Words is 
this; Now (faith he) I have laid: down as arply: 
and as plainly !as I can the Duty of, Chriſtians 
one towards another; I beſeech God, who1s the- 
Fountain:of Patience and Gonſblation,1ahe God! 
of Patience and Conſolation; «the God from: 
whom all .\Patience-;and -Qenſalation. comes, 
make . you:to be like minded. one; towards another, 
i.e: cauſe that. you-may all chink.and own; the 
very (lf-fame: ching, :del chrdugh;Hverſity.of * 
TOY 2 
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Opinions, there ariſe Diſcords, Harreds, Separa- 


(lin Offences, and Scandals, to:the' great da- 


mage of the Church and Glory of /God: Or if 
there-beſome little difference in Opinion among 


you; don't ſeparate,and break aſunder; and rend. 


cheConmmunion hc Church of” Chriſt ; yer 
{till be 1ihe minded one towards another, i. e. come 
with cqual degrees 'of -Charity and Love: one 
towards anorher,.and-hope het beſt one of ano-. 
ther 7 for char: chevions x no:doubr is,” that by: 
like-mindedneſs 1s meant agreeing| in the fame 
Truths, - «3 5, to think the very ſame ching, 
So that the plain meaning no-doubr-is this; 
Gad rarit;” faich theApotk; that: your Heats 
and'Diffetcnces being laid aſide, whiecherabour 
the Obſervation of Meats, ori Days, or the like, 
rhat'you may think! and agree mutually in the 
fame thing, and-thar! according 10-:Chrift Feſus : 
This'is a Icd, to reſtrain them-from/ agrecing 
1n any falfe or erroneons Opinions; 'bur'maſhes 
cheir ſenſe of Religion tobe agreeable to. Chriſt, 
che Author of all Truth. Suro rncdng 

That you-mnay with one mind th * e aback 
xifie God 5 Thar when: youcome to pray: to, or 

praiſe Cad; you miay hor oncly doin the ſame 
Form and phavy of Words: buealdwvorty alt 


your 


[ 9 ] | 4 
your Minds full of mutual Aﬀection one to-- 
wards:another, without any ſurly demeanour, 
contempt, hatred, or cenſuring of each other, 
that you may do it ſo unammouſly, asaf there 
were but one Mind and one Mouth among: 

ou. He would have the Weak and the Strong 
$0 aſide their Differences, and joyn in the Fun- 
damentals, to g/orifie God together. | 
#herefare, ſaith he, receive ye one another, as 


Chriſt: alſo: received us, to the glory of God :- 7. e. 


Look ypon cach other as Brethren ; in all hu-. 
mulity. of kindneſs and condeſcenſion, embrace 
and {uccour one another : In ftead of deſpiſing 
and driving Men from your Communion, help 
up them = are fallen; let one endeavour to 
bring the other to himſelf, che Strong: reduce 
the Weak, the Learned the Ignorant, and the be- 
beving Gennle,the prejudiced Jew.: and lethim 
cheriſh, and inſtruct; and. be tender bf: him; with 
a Brotherly Care-and Aﬀettion: + 
Koen as Chrift alſo received ns; to the' glory of 
God.' Chrift did :much more thanall this for us,  - 
thac he adviſeth rs: th do.oncfor anather.. Chriſt 
did -notdifdain. us; chat-are: more unworthy. of. 
lus Preſence, than- we.are: of.cach othets.. So: 
aur:Spotbundauchy by: Sr Jubn;ch.1gumat (hag 
| rÞer,. 
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[ 10 ] 
ther, I will that thoſe whom thou haſt given me, be 
with me where I am, that they may behold my glory © 
which thou haſt given me. So that Chriſt rece- 
ved us into the Fellowſhip and Partnerſhip of the- 
Glory of God, and therefore we ought to re- 
Ceive one another: . | : | 
So that the whole meaning of the Text is, 
The Apoſtle beſeeches God to grant them the 
ſame Sentiments and Underſtanding of the true 
Religion of Chriſt ; or if they have not juſt the 
very ſame Sentiments of things in eyery,Parti- 
cular;(as it may be fewMen have) yer that they 
would not rend and tear Chriſt's Church, but 
would lay aſide their diſlikes of each others pri- 
vate Opinion, and with one Heart and one 
Mouth joyn together in Publick Duties and Or- 
dinances,: and'receiye One another in the viſible 
Communion: of the Chriſtian Church : that the 
Weak ſhould not as Malecontents go to ſeparate 
themſclyes, and throw away their Souls; nor the 
Strong: (as having a clearer Underſtanding) dif- 
dain ro-joyn with:the Weak; but that.we ſhould 
reteive one'another, to the helping cach other. for- 
ward in Grace, as Chriſt alſo pO to recave'us 
ro'the-Eccrnal Being with hum1n Glory.” And 
now- having  ſpoke-diſtinctly' to: the Words of 
I the 


+ < 


44 has 
j 


10, Hed PI G8. .Þ, ws 6 © CO CO CO. Ch 8 £©d 


- on _ 


Text, 1 ſhall paſs to the ſecond thing, which I 
ſhall inſiſt on very briefly. And that is, _ 

2. To conſider that great Duty of Obedi- 
ence to Magiſtrates. . And this I ſhould not have 
mentioned now, but onely that Sr. Paul lays it 
down as the firſt ſtep to Peace and Order in the 

Chriſtian Church; and likewiſe becauſe the Di- 
ſpute of Days and Meats, &c. is out of doors 
between us and our Brethren the. Diſſenters, and 
becauſe they ſeem as much blunderd and puz- 
led about the extent of Obedience to our Laws, 
as the Jews were of theirs; which is the reaſon 
why I touch upon this Duty as Igo. And in- 
deed their being ſo much miſtaken in the extent 
of Chriſtian Obedience, 1s that (I fear) which 
makes them take ſo little notice of the Laws of a 
Reformed Chriſtian Prince: for if the Power of 


a Heathen Prince be from God, and that he that 


reſiſts lum, ſhall receive damnation to himſelf, 
much more, when one (as I may fay ) after God's 
own. heart is inthe Throne, when he counte- 
nances.that ſame Religion which we pretend to 
love at our very. Hearts, and which our 'Fore- 
fathers ſealed with their Blood. 
Theſe Conſiderations (methinks) might. mak 
us run Volunticrs in Obedience to him, and 
caule 
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-cauſe us to ſtifle all-the lizt/e:Tricks and Humonys 
. of our own, when-God andthe King go thus 


rogcther in our Th#zel. Nay, beſides all. chis, 
our Laws are not. the Breath of one ſingle Per- 
fon only, bur proceed from the mature Ddlibe- 


ration of Men of our own chufing, to _ 
ſent our Grievances, and take care 'that no 


C4q- 
vier Burdens be laid on our Bodies, or Minds, 
than themſelves, as Fellow-ſubjects, are ready to 
bear. And yer ſtrange it 1s, that after all chef 
wonderful Priv4edges, we ſhquld have fome re- 
pining at, and orhers detying our admirable 
Form and Methods of Government, chat they 


- ſhould allow none ro be Lords over them ; and 


that the Pretence of Chriſtian Liberty, ſhould 


fight and fer it ſelf againſt the Laws of God and 
"Man: and this we fee by too fad and daly ex- 


1ence 1t doth; Whereas were our Prince in 


_ *his Judgment a Heathen, in his Power furniſh'd 


to be arbitrarily and uncontrolably Cruel, and 


"in his Will and Inclinations delighting to. cruſh 
_ and grieve his Subjects; yet to this Power we 
muſt be obedient. In ſhort, be the Prince what 
| he will, God requires a thorow Obedience one 


way or other ; and therefore the thoughtsof a 
Gracious, 'a Mctciful, and a Reformed _ 
4 | ſho 
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ſhould make us fo proud of, and pleasd with 
our Governour, as not to- thwart him upon 
Straws and Trifles. No Maſter, tho never fo 
mean, but expects Duritulneſs from his Servant: 
No Father, tho never ſo poor, but requires Obe- 
dience from his Child. And why ſhould a Prince 
(who 1s aboye us all) ſuffer himſelf ro be 
mock'd, when no body elſe will > Why ſhould 
he be called a Law-maker of his Country, if 
every humourous fanciful Perfon may control 
his Authority when he pleaſech ? This ſcems a 

cat Aﬀront to the Supreme Power on Earch, 
eſpecially a Power ſo great as to be ordained of 


_ God: TholTIrcally fear many Chriſtians do not 


know what they do, when, to the indulging 
ſome Humours of their own, they bid Adicu to 
all Authority, and do what in ſingle Perſons lies 
to the Hina Chriftians, and confounding 
Church-Order and Diſcipline. Bur I hope ber- 
ter of you, my Brethren ; and therefore I ſhall 
not inſiſt any more upon this Head, only ad- 
ding that of the Apoſtle, That you muſt be ſub- 
je, not only for wrath, but conſcience ſake, 1. e. 
You muſt make Obedience to Governors as ſin- 
cerely your Deſire and Endeavour, as any other 
Goſpel-dury whatſoever. Bur I delign'd only 
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[24] 
to touch upon this Head ;, and therefore ſhall 
paſs to the next Head; and thatis, | 

3. How Chriſtians ſhould: carry themſclyes 
towards each other with reference to Commu- 
nion, viz. theStrong to the Weak,and the Weak 
to the Strong, that ſo we may be like minded one 
towards another. - DICE 

The Strong- are thoſe that haye an exact 
Knowledge of Things both Lawful and Unlaw- 
ful, and which think nothing that is Lawful to- 
be Unlawful. | 

The Weak are thoſe that think one: or more 
Things that are Lawtful, to be Unlawful : and 
their Weakneſs confilts in their doubting :an& 
miſtaking Judgments about- Things that are 
Lawful. - - ; ETSY 

The Strong 1n- the Apoſtles days were thoſe 
that -thorowly underſtood what Liberty they 
had by Chriſt from the Jewyh Ceremonies. * - / 

The Weak in thoſe days were thoſe that 
thought well of Chriſtanicy, and yet for all 
that were unwilling quico-to throw off 'the Ce- 
remonial Law , 'that' ſtood upon Meats an 
Days, G&+. tho the Goſpel acquitted them. - + 

\ The Strong i our days are thoſe that are 
heartily obedieric to all the Laws of Magyttraes, 

| c 


[15] 


that are nat forbidden in Gods Word ; and thar 


are ſatisfied that a Prince hath Power to enjoyn 
any thing in our Worſhip, that is not excepted 


againſt inthe Goſpel. 
' The Weak in our days are thoſe that either 


cant or won't diſtinguiſh berween Articles of 
Faith, and Modes of Worſhip ; that think they 
are not obliged, nay, that they ought not to 
obey their Governours, as to the enjoyning In- 
different Things in their Worſhip, becauſe they 
are not commanded in Words at length in the 


New Teſtament. 


And now having named to you the Men and 
the Thing, I ſhall proceed humbly to offer ſome 
Rules to your Conſideration, and ſo conclude. 

And in thefe I ſhall apply my elf to the 
Strong and the Weak ; and becauſe St. Paz! in 
this Chapter begins with the Strong, I ſhall do 
ſo too. We therefore that are ſtrong ought to bear 
the infirmities of the weak, eſpecially if the Weak 
are as they were 1n thoſe days, (and perhaps had' 


ſome reaſon to. be) in a great ſtrait which-to' 


take; -for it was doubtleſs very hard for Men. 
then , eſpecially. choſe that were Zealous , to 
chrow off a: Religion almoſt wholly, and run 


with immedaate . latisfaction .inco- another; - It-- 


KL 4 was 


\ 


[ 16 ] 
was doubtleſs a | __ Surpriſe to them, that after 
a Religion had flouriſh'd about Four thouſand 
years, and had been owned by God as the True 
in all Ages before: I fay, *twould make any 
Man at a ſtand, to fee one Perſon come and tell 
us of a ſudden, 'That nezther Circumciſion nor Un- 
circutnciſion availed any thing ; that Meats and 
Days were all alike ; and that the 01d allowed and 
eftabliſhed Law, muſt give way to a New Goſpel. 
I queſtion, if any of us had lived in choſe days, 


aud been bred up in the ſtricteſt Knowledge of 


the Law, how many of us would inſtantly have 
curned Chriſtians; efpecally ſince fo.many of 
us now ſtumble, 4 are nuſtaken about the 
Goſpel, tho.the World hath been ſo long inurd 
and accuſtomed to its. Doctrine : fo that there 
was great reaſon 1 thoſe days for the Strong to 
bear with the Weak, becauſe che Difficulties of 
rightly judging and diſcerning Things were ve- 
ry ſtrong and mafculine,;cnough to throw down 
weak Minds But when Weakueſ 1s pretended, 
to make way for Confuſion ; when Men will pre- 
tend they are weak at one time, and will take it 
anuſs when you go to inſtruct them 2s ſuch. at 
azothex ;, this looks rather like Wilfulneſs, than 
the Weakneſs St. Paul here means. 

But 
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[ 17 ] 
ButI am very well aware, that there is a very 
and current Obſeryation in our days, 

wich ſeems a great Objeftion againſt what I 
have hitherto ſaid ; and that is, That Men can no 


more be ſuppoſed to be alike in Judgment, than they ' 


are in Features. But the Caſe 1s not at all the 
fame, Men would, no doubt, be all exactly 
Featurd alike, if God had defignd they ſhould 
be ſo, and had drawn them all as Copies from. 
the fame Original : Bur he hath given us all the 
very ſelt-fame Law and Rule ; he hath given us 
the ſame Faculties to judge with ; and Tevefoog 
t might juſtly be expected we ſhould all think 
the ſame things. One Soul hath no unlikeneſs 
to another, bur onely from the different Hu- 
mours and Sentiments it receives : And it che 
Rules be all the fame to manage our Souls by, 
whence comes the Unlikenefs ?: Not from the 
neceſfary impreſt Features of the Soul, but from 
the wrong Apprehenſion and Management of 
the Rule. So that 'tis.no fault not to be alike in 
outward Features, becauſe God never deſigned 
us all che felf-fame external Aſpect :. Burt tis a 
Crime not to think the ſelf-ſame truth, according 
to Chriſt Jeſus ; becauſe this was che Reaſon of 


Gods giving us one unalterable Rule, that we 
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ſhoutd with one mind and one. heart glorifie him. 


But I muſt paſs to the ſeveral Canfiderations; 


ſome to the Strong, and fome tothe Weak, and 
ſo conclude. EOIS 

\ 1. Tothe Strong, I defirethem to conſider 
theſe following Things, with reference to the 
Weak. By the Weak I mean thoſe that are re- 
ally ſo, and not ſuch as uſe it for an obſtinate 
and ungovernable Pretence, 


x. I deſire the Strong to conſider, That their 


weak Brethren ſeem to have ſomewhat to ſay tor 
themſelves. When I hear a Man telling me 
that he hath been educated in ſuch an Opinion, 


and his Parents before him, nay, and that he doth 


not owe-his Opinion onely to the Font, bur that 
he hath ſtrove, and prayed, and read, and con- 
{idered, and conferr'd ; that after all his Exami- 
nation, he cannot find that he hath any love 
forany Opinion, more than his unconquetablc 
Perſwaſion fixes him: I fay, when we hear a 
Man fincerely , and from the bottom of his 
Heart, ſaying, That he cannot diſtinguith things 
as others can; that he cannot think that Indit- 
ferent which others do; that he cannot admit 
things thatare really Lawful in others Opinion, 
to appear ſon his : A Man that is Strong ought 

to 


| 19 | oY 


to pity fuch a ones Weakneſs : Tho, to my. ap- - 


prchenſion, *tis very ſtrange, if whattheſe Men 


ell us, be true ; *cis very odd, thata Man out of + 


the Church ſhall tell us, by his Eye-fight, that a 
Houſe is a Houſe, a Tree a Tree, and a Man a 
Man, and ſee theſe things as clearly as any Man 
eſe; and yet have this Man into a Church, and 


you can't perſwade him, but chata plain whited 


Wall is a Carved or a Molten Image; For this 
s really the Caſe; Take theſe Men in Worldly 
Buſineſs,and they are as intelligent and as ſtrong 
and as rational as others : but in Religion they 
are as odd and aukerd and untractable: Tho, 
methinks, 'ris very fad, that that Religion which 
Chriſt deſigned to enlighten, ſhould cloud and 
maze their Underſtandings : But yer thus we 
oft ſee 1t 1s, Men are thus either un pretence or 
reality weak 3 however. that be, we muſt leave 
them to God, bear with their. Weaknebs; and be 
glad to fee them in our Communion. ; And if. I 
can any thing Judge of the [Temper of thoſe 
thatarc of che Church of. Exg/and, 1 darc.vouch 
for the wiſet and ſoberer part of c empthar.ch s 
do 'not diſdain Communion with the weakeſt 
Brother, Bur alas !. the. Caſe is: now. altered 
from that 3 St. Paul's days 4 the V Veak refule 

Ss hap  Com- 
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Cormmunion with the Strong, which ſeems to 
give 2 great contradiction to their pretended 
Weaknels ; for thoſe. that really know them- 
{clvcs weak, would not throw themſelves out to 
the wide World, and pretend to take greater 
care for themſelves, than God in his Providence, 
and their Goyernours by their great Care offer 
ro them. Bur, 

2.. The Strong ought to bear with and pity 
the Weak, in that they expoſe their Perſons and 
Fortunes to the Cenſure of the Magiſtrate,upon 
Needleſs things. Real Martyrdom, and laying 
down our Lives and Eitates for the Truth, 1s 
highly commendable in the Eyes of God and 
Man : But to withſtand and contend with the 
Supreme Magiſtrate, when he is doing the true 


part of his Duty, is really a very great Evil ; for fy; 


a good Magiſtrate is the great Crown and Blef- 


ſing of a Nation ; for by prudent Exerciſe of |{ 


good and righteous Laws, he reduces many to 


a good and nght Underſtanding of Things, that | 
it may be would not elſe mind or conſider 
about Religion: And if the Magiſtrate doth |, 


not take care of his Subjects. Souls, as well as 
cher Bodies, he bears the beſt, part of his Sword 
in vain; for Pcople arc very apt to run into 
| ſtrange 
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ne6? And.indeed the Sufferings'oven'of ano. 


neral Reſpect for Humane: Nature, And 


wall induce our. weak Brother to think chat we. 
arcloying, and tender, and Chriſtian-ike, when 


we;do; not mock: at; but» pity; their Calamity, 
Tho 'tis yery fitand meet that gaod and.righte- 
ous Laws ſhould take places.and be executed 
upon Offenders; yet;rwould be:bard, if thoſe 
that are+to;, execute: theſe Laws, :or any other; 
ſhould ſuperadd any Cerifure, or intermingle 


direaly allow.orido; not expreflycnjayn. - 'Tis 
9 Perſecution/toſput good and juſtifable Laws 
in Execution; but it looks: like one, 'when thoſe 
that are'to do it, .rejoyce in their Brothers Suf: 
ferings, - But, ::!; c:31- JIE] 03 £1993 SIS 1 
--3:. The: Strong hould-conſider.and pity the 
Meannelſs and Gonfuſton of their Faith and-Un- 
derſtanding. © Now Fajrh,ds theScriptare faith, 
comes by: hearing; ; distieretone ths Faw] ſhall 
rather chuſe to Jay upon char. Trachers, than 
upon ther; 'tha-tn)part themfalile, | ro make 
no better aGhoice.; And I miſt eanfels, I take 


co be. the particular Neighe, of. their Preachep| - 


emlkelves, to oiake: their 


Hearers 
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| Conſiderations to add to the otherifort 


[93] | 
they may have thein widerrhicir Domunion,. to: 


| riſe ſuch Scruples that they and” none'dfe care 


to anſwer, and render Religion anodd and'ur- 


| inclligible Undertaking: I muſt confeſs; © L 


haye'not much heard their Sermons ;'but I have 
perusd ſome of. their Books, where:a great deal 
of what they ſay is very formidable, and ſome: 

ain unintelligible Doctrine ; where Nineteen 
Marks of | Grace are ſet down, and ſtrictly re- 
quired, when 7wo, or it may be zever a one of 
them, will ſerve the turn. Now, for my part, I. 
heartily pity any Hearer, that with Awe and 


; | Revercnce 'puts his Soul into the-Hands ,of a 
| Teacher thac' is not Faithful, that drags him 
| horow a-rough and tempeſtuous Way, when 


amuch plainer and caſicr 18 nigh at hand. Chriſt 
came to'make Religion plain and eafie; andt: 
any Man” that puzzles and entangles it, be his' 
true Embaſſadour, judge ye. Bur having ſome 
Men, 
the Weaker: Brethren, I ſhall:pafs'to: chem, :and 
ſpeak bur briefly ro them, and ſoconclude.. And 
totheſe my Requelt is, 3-100 


.:1. To havea competent 'and becoming Res - 


here t do'nor' go» 


yerence for Authority. : And 
07 HNION 2 o 


[[ 24 ] 
wadconhck Men-wate the[Notionpl dyfolliht- 


f) asvif all dicar: Gov rnours dig..or laid: were: 


butrp:defirechemohayerniiberaelves ductile, 
dbgdicmogovernable, and: perfwaltye Frames af 
Spartt j :ngt; teobe.morole, or pteviſh; or Jowr, 
drg9bſtinate :- And let]the; Confideratian of his 
being the Power: and the Ordinance of Gads: carry. 
them beyond all their: bccde Dbubtings and Ob-- 
jeftions, A meek, and a-gpict,; andia ſubmiſſtoe. 
Frame of Spirit, 78: nt; the. fight .of (od of great: 
Man: ri nat cor no 903 971k Hino 
2: My. Deſire co:the Weak: at. qui; days is; 
ſeriouſly to conſider; That the Goyernmentxan! 
never provide. againſt /all the. petty :Exceptions' 
of .cvcry particular Perfon.; and that tis impo{- 
ſible' that. all the'Diſenters can; be pleas'd,::- 1s 
not this to be pray'd yithin-our Memory;when 
the Presbyterian:and Indepenifent (thod;now- they: 
love ſodearly) were gs much Antichiiſtiati ons; 
peo We are to Ie 
thus time the Gayerritnent goes to comply with, 
haConkutner atlihe Freenito wins) they 
will become of the Independent ? If the Mouths: 
of . both. cheſs can; be Roppd,, what muſt be 
done far:the Anabaptift ? Qr-1t theſe could be; 


complied 
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great Numbers of Diſenting Qyakers ? All theſe 


ne of Conſcienct;, and if theſe, Dividers :cam: 
not;condeſcend, ith cach others Weaknels; how = 
canthey expect the Govetnment ſhould?:There- 
fore when they! deſire that the Governours 
ſhould make fach Laws as ſhall fuit every Mans 
Conſcience, that's :mpracticable, nay, and: im- 
poſbble, without bringing abſolute Confuſion 
no the. Church and State: Nay, themfelves* I 
dare ſay, do not deſire the Laws ſhould be made 
ſo; Jople,:as:to take '1n:all:the ſeveral Sefs of 
Dyſenters,; and: if it rakes in one Party: that'is 


blinded and:weakned by his Conſcience, why 


not another? if chey object, That a lirrle Con- 
deſcen/ton would take in fome : ] beſeech tham, 
On whote {ide ought'the:Condeſcenfion 16 le? 


; | & 1r not more feafrble-thac {particular Perfons 


may come intothe Church, thanthatthe whole 


\ | Form of Church and State-Government muſt: 
; [be new-molded: for them? If this bean hum-: 


ble or modeſt Demand, I leave every: Man (that 


; |can) to judge; and Ithink-we may ſafely un-: 


dertake that the Government will grant, when 


[all che Difenters arc agreed what to-ask, I:hean; 


.. that” 


i) 


\\ 


you will-make us af one , actording 'to''Chrift 
| WILLIS RE ICS INES WEOLCHEL SD 
3. My De ire to the weak Brethren is, not'to 
place Religion, or the Suſpenſion of ir, ur little 
erifling \Indifferent Things. © This was that our 
Saviour: highly blamed inthe: Phariſees : Nay, is 
it not the extreme oo of ſome in our days, 
chatthink a Tag: more the Goſpel-mode than a 
Ribband, or a ſhort Black Coat more Edifying 
and Evangelical, than a Gown or a Surplice ? 
This is that which we really and eruly call Sz- 
perftition in the Church of Rome, that a Stick ſet 
on croſs ſhould be more Reverend: and - Vene- 
rable, than in any other Poſture. The Sub- 
ſtance and Truth of Religion lics in great and 
weighty Matters ; and theſe (thanks be to God) 
our Diſſenters own we retain in the Doctrine of 
the Church of England: And therefore why do 
they fly us by reaſon of our Ceremonies? All 
chat we ſay for them, 1s, That they are Ancient, 
and Decent ; and who fitter to judge of 0rder 
and Decency, than our Goyernours? If they ob- 
ject, Had theſe things been uſed in our Saviours 
time, they had not Sake them : But how are 
we aflured that they ſpeak truth in this Matter | 
The Sacraments were uſed in our Saviours time, 
| and 


- 


ly againſt thenſchyes, 26, That chey/inuſt not 


1] = 
and yet a Few number of our Diſenters ſcru; 
nk m:. The Creed was compiled in the Apo- 
tles time, and yet moſt of them boggle at ſome 
part of it, wiz, The Communion of Saints, and 
the trueſt and moſt intelligible, Notion of zhe 
Holy Catholick Church. . Belides, Chriſt and hus 
Apoſtles had then neither Room, nor External 
Authority to plant and perfe&tly fertle a Viſible 
Church; they could inftil cheir Do&trines, and 
General Rulcs of Faith, but could not deſcend 
toall the Particular Modes of Worſhip: theſe 
we derive as faithfully as we can from the Pri- 


mitive Chriſtians, whuch all ſober and wiſe Men 


have a. great Vencration for. And indced the 


Apoſtk hath given fair Power and Encourage- 


- ment ta Magiſtrates to be doing, when he bids 


them. take care that all things he done. decently 
and in order.. . And who rhe. += beſt Judge of 
Order and Decency, the Magiſtrate.'rhe Ordinance 
of God) or the Weak Brother, I ſhall leave. to 
Wiſe. Men to, determine. And whereas .chey, 
oft obje&t, That the Government muſt not exjoyry 
any thing but what ts expreſly commanded in the 
Scriptures : If they will curn che fame, Argu- 
ment fairly, ic will amount to thus much. direct- 


deny. 
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think the'Seripmee' allows chem. more Liberti 

than 1 £ mens Mapiftrate, 'or thar'th dia 
tive -ro<ſobey in thoſe yery 'C3 S,”1h 
Parkes ſhall'nac have Pbwer to cnjoyn: 
nd'then kt them ſhew'us' where the Scriptures 
ny a Surplice; or any other of our Ceremo- 
tries Tetamed and: uſed. And dd they deny 
Compliance becauſe of che Tenderneſs of their 


Conſcience ? The Magiſtrate dorh likewiſe; out 


of his tender Love and Care for the Church, | 


and Uniformity in our Worſhp,'enjoyn them; 
35 well knowing, that fore External Farm of 
Church-Government1s abſolurely needful ; and 
none yet, after ſeveral Trials, can be pirch Ti up- 
on;that are-more decent, andlefs offenſive: ©* 


"7 Mylait Deſiree weak Brerhren is,thit they - 


would nar.throw themſelves outof theCommu- 
nion of Chriſts Catholick Church: 'By this they 
fruſtrace the Deſign of Chiiſts coming into'the 
World, and Dying'for us: He came romakeus 
all one : And, T perceive, they take ic mightily in 
dudgeonto be mepmenmaronin which(as they 


E 25-n e' rhe Caſe ).15 r=, lick Confirma- 
ion. © har they themſelves ave _ Jong 
—_ cfore. 


Is 


kabore; Sr. Paul doth not ſeem to imagine; thac, 
they would throw themfelves out of Commu-: 
nion ; but was afraid that the Strong would not. 
Communicate with them: And = wedclirg. 
with all our Souls ro do; bur, the miſchief of it: 
is, our weaker Brethren think themſelves Floker 
and Wiſer, and, if ſo, much Stronger chan. Kin 
And to theſe may well uſe thoſe Words of t 
Wiſe-man, andy adviſable in ſuch Caſes - 
theſe, E cle 7. 16. Be not righteous overmuch, 
either make thy ſelf over wiſe ; for why ſbouldeft 


| thou deſtroy thy feet ? And whi ſhould theſe 


Men, under a needleſs and unjuſtifiable Pretence 
of Sanctity, hazard their Souls, by rending the 
Communion of Chriſts Church, and by. Difo- | 
bedicnce. to Gods Goyernours? and their Bo- 
dics and Eſtates; by; undergoing the Penalty of 


| our., National. Laws ?, Ho bath required this at 


thetr res that the __ ſcrap for MATYEN 
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nd Wellowithes for my Facure Undertakings, 


[ 30] 
what becomes of anentire Article of our Creed? 
Indeed there 15 no ſenſe in thar. Aſfertion. But [ 
muſt not, I need not add any more to theſe Par- 
ticulars. I hope what I haye- ſaid, will noc be 
lookd'upon either as ſharp, uncharirable, or un- 
ſcafonable : What I have faid, s ſpoke out of a 
real deſire that you would be /ike minded one t0- 
wards another, that you would receive one another, 
as C brift alſoreceived ws, to the Glory.of God. Tam 
welt aware: that Meir are nor like Tron, to be 
hammer'd when they are heated, or to be 
he&ord/and jecr'd inro Communion and Reh- 
o70N; and therefore T have been all along plead- 
ing for the-contrary : Bur I hope no Man wilt 
be angry, when we modeſtly and fincercly tel} 
him the Truth, as I hayeendeavourcd plainly to 
do : Efpecially, F would not” lkave any Diſfaſte 
with you, as t6 my Perſon or: Temper, now in 
chis laſt Exerciſe F ami-performmng among you; 
for this wonfd be ill Policy with rcſpeR co:my 
Fucurc Undertalings, and an ilFRequital to that 
Kindnefs 1 own T have received fronx-all Partics 

ou. T ſhall onely'deg your Prayers 


and Succefs .in'my Performances, and cone 
all wit thoſe Words of the Apolile; 2 Cor. x3: 
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( 32. ] 
11; T4. Finally, Brethren, fatewell.; be perfect, be 
of one mind, live in peace, and.the God of love and 


peace ſhall be with you. The grace of the Lord 
ſus Chrift, and the love of God, and the commu- 


nion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with, bleſs, preſerve, and 
guide you, from this time forth for evermore. 
Amen. | | 
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Books Printed for F INCHAM ; 
CARDINER. 


Continuation and Vindication of the Defence of Dr. vie 
: fleets Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, in Anſwer to Mr..; 
Baxter, and Mr. Lob, &c. 1 

- An Anſwer to the Diſlenters ObjeCtions againſt the Common# 
Prayers, and ſome other Parts of Divine Service Preſcribed ig } 
the Liturgie of the Church of Englard. ; 

The Caſe of Kneeling at the ww Sacrament Stated and Reſal-| 
ved. Wherein theſe Queriesare conſidered, rx. Whether Knee-+ 
ling at the Sacrament be contrary to any expreſs Command of } 
Chriſt,obliging to the obſervance of aditferent Geſture? 2.Whe-3 
ther Kneeling be not a Deviation from that Example which. 
our. Lord. {ct us at the firſt Inſtitution ? 3. Whether Kneeling ; 
be not unſuitable and Repugnant to the Nafure 6f the "Lord 
Supper, as being no Table Geſture ? The firſt Part. | 

Conſiderations of preſent uſe, conſidering the Danger Re-! 
—_— from the Change of our Church-Goverament. q 

. A Perſwaſive to Communion with the Church of England;; 

2. A Reſolution of ſome Caſes of Conſcience, which Reſpett: 
Church-Communion. | 

3. The Caſe of indifferent things, uſed in the Worſhip of! 
God, Propoſed and Stated by conſidering theſe Queſtions, &., 

4. "A Diſcourſe about Edification. 

5- The Reſolution of this Caſe of Conſcience, Whether the' 
Church of England's Symbolizing ſo far as it doth with the Chu ch, 
of Rome, makes it unlawful to hold Communion with the Church q 
England ?.... .. ; 
Al<tter to Anonymus, in Anſwer to his Three Letterst! | 


Dr. Sherlock about Church-Communion. 


7. Certain Caſes of Conſcience reſolved, concerning the! 
Lawfulneſs of Joyning with Forms of Prayer i in Publick Wor 
ſhip. The firſt Part. 

8. The Caſe of Mixt Communion. Whether it be lawful te 
Separate from a Church upon the account of promiſcuous _ 
gregations and Mixt Communions ? 


